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Preparation	  for	  the	  Asia	  Term	  
Visa	  application	  process	  and	  enrolment	  

The	  visa	  application	  process	  and	  enrolment	  for	  the	  Asia	  Term	  is	  quiet	  uncomplicated	  as	  you	  will	  be	  

guided	  through	  it	  per	  email	  by	  the	  Office	  of	  Global	  Learning	  (OGL)	  from	  the	  Singapore	  Management	  

University	  (SMU)	  and	  Professor	  Dr.	  Christine	  Scheef,	  who	  is	  the	  Executive	  Director	  of	  the	  Asia	  Term.	  

In	   addition,	   there	   will	   be	   several	   introduction	   sessions	   in	   St.	   Gallen,	   which	   provide	   you	   with	   the	  

necessary	  information	  and	  introduce	  you	  to	  the	  first	  helpful	  Singaporean	  students.	  Furthermore,	  you	  

will	  always	  have	  the	  opportunity	   to	  contact	  Dr.	  Scheef	  or	   the	  Office	  of	  Global	  Learning	  by	  Email	   to	  

clarify	   your	   individual	   case.	   Thus,	   the	   visa	   application	  process	   and	  enrolment	   is	   easy	  and	  does	  not	  

consume	  a	  lot	  of	  time	  and	  nerves.	  Nevertheless,	  I	  have	  a	  few	  useful	  tips	  for	  you:	  

1. Read	  the	  E-‐Mails	  from	  OGL	  and	  the	  Asia	  Term	  staff	  carefully!

2. Keep	  the	  various	  deadlines	  in	  mind!

3. Take	  advantage	  of	  the	  information	  sessions!

4. Contact	  the	  OGL	  or	  Dr.	  Scheef	  per	  email	  if	  you	  have	  individual	  questions!

5. Pay	  attention	  to	  the	  requirements	  of	  the	  immigration	  authority!

6. Do	  not	  pay	  attention	  to	  questions	  and	  answers	  about	  the	  application	  and	  enrolment	  process

posted	  on	  Facebook	  within	  the	  SMU	  Exchange	  group!

Looking	  for	  a	  flat	  

It	  is	  also	  very	  important	  that	  you	  have	  a	  look	  at	  the	  housing	  market	  before	  you	  go	  to	  Singapore.	  You	  

need	   to	   have	   an	   impression	   about	   the	   availability	   and	   price	   range	   for	   certain	   types	   of	  

accommodations,	  because	  otherwise	  you	  may	  be	  tricked	  into	  an	  overpriced	  flat.	  You	  may	  also	  start	  

looking	  for	  real	  estate	  agent,	  who	  assists	  you	  in	  finding	  the	  right	  apartment	  in	  a	  quick	  and	  easy	  way.	  

It	  also	  can	  be	  recommended	  to	  look	  for	  flat	  mates	  before	  arriving	  in	  Singapore	  either	  within	  the	  Asia	  

Term	  community	  or	  other	  regular	  exchange	  students	  via	  the	  exchange	  group	  on	  Facebook.	  

Scheduling	  your	  travel	  plans	  

As	  the	  best	  time	  for	  traveling	  is	  the	  first	  half	  of	  the	  semester	  during	  the	  Asia	  Term,	  you	  may	  also	  book	  

some	  trips	  before	  arriving	   in	  Singapore.	  This	   is	  possible,	  as	  you	  will	   receive	  all	   relevant	   information	  

about	  the	  semester	  and	  courses	  in	  the	  months	  before	  the	  exchange	  term	  starts.	  

Packing	  your	  suitcase	  

Packing	   your	   suitcase	   for	   Singapore	   or	   Southeast	   Asia	   in	   general,	   means	   bringing	   clothes	   for	   a	  

tropical	  (hot	  and	  humid)	  climate.	  However,	  you	  should	  also	  bring	  pullovers	  and	  long	  trousers	  due	  to	  

air	  conditions	   in	  nearly	  every	  building.	   It	   is	  also	  necessary	  that	  you	  bring	  a	  suit	  to	  Singapore,	  which	  

you	  will	  for	  example	  need	  for	  your	  consulting	  presentations	  or	  the	  farewell	  dinner.	  
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Vaccinations,	  medicine	  or	  first	  aid	  kid	  

Before	  going	  to	  Singapore	  it	  is	  also	  necessary	  that	  you	  consult	  a	  travel	  doctor	  and	  tell	  him	  about	  your	  

planed	   trips	   in	   Asia.	   This	   allows	   him	   to	   identify	   the	   necessary	   vaccination	   before	   your	   exchange	  

starts.	  Also	  consider	  bringing	  a	  stock	  of	  medicine	  and	  a	  first	  aid	  kid	  to	  Singapore,	  because	  it	  will	  allow	  

you	  to	  treat	  minor	  illnesses	  and	  injuries	  on	  your	  own.	  It	  is	  always	  god	  to	  be	  on	  the	  safe	  side.	  

Academics	  
Business	  Development	  in	  Asia	  (3	  ECTS)	  HSG	  

Lecturer:	  Dr.	  Michael	  Hilb	  

Type:	  Block	  course	  

Examinations:	  2	  group	  presentations,	  1	  group	  paper,	  1	  individual	  assignment	  

This	   course	   is	   taught	   one	   week	   before	   the	   actual	   semester	   at	   SMU	   starts.	   The	   course	   is	   very	  

interesting	  as	  it	  provides	  you	  with	  the	  first	  knowledge	  about	  doing	  business	  in	  Asia.	  Nevertheless,	  the	  

workload	  is	  also	  quiet	  high,	  as	  you	  will	  have	  to	  prepare	  one	  group	  presentation	  during	  the	  summer	  

vacations,	  work	  on	  one	  group	  presentation	  after	  the	  lectures	  in	  the	  evening	  and	  elaborate	  the	  group	  

paper	   as	   well	   as	   the	   individual	   assignment	   in	   the	   weeks	   after	   the	   block	   course.	   As	   this	   lecture	   is	  

mandatory	  for	  all	  Asia	  term	  students,	   it	   is	  also	  first	  possibility	  to	  get	  to	  know	  better	  all	  your	  fellow	  

students	  from	  St.	  Gallen.	  

Business	  Study	  Mission	  to	  Malaysia	  (6	  ECTS)	  HSG/SMU	  

Lecturer:	  Dr.	  Christine	  Scheef	  

Type:	  Regular	  course,	  study	  trip	  

Examinations:	  Participation,	  1	  group	  presentation,	  1	  individual	  assignment	  

This	  course	  gives	  you	  a	  great	  opportunity	  to	  get	  to	  know	  the	  economy	  of	  Malaysia,	  because	  it	  gives	  

insights	   in	   several	   industries.	   In	   addition,	   you	  will	   learn	   a	   lot	   about	   the	   political	   situation	   and	   the	  

culture	  in	  Malaysia	  through	  the	  lectures	  and	  guest	  lectures.	  The	  highlight	  of	  this	  course	  is	  the	  study	  

trip	  to	  Kuala	  Lumpur	  and	  Penang,	  during	  which	  a	  lot	  of	  company	  visits,	  dinners	  and	  sight	  seeing	  tours	  

are	   part	   of	   the	   program.	   You	   can	   choose	   between	   two	   dates	   for	   the	   study	   trip	   –	   October	   or	  

December.	  Each	  date	  offers	  its	  pro’s	  and	  con’s	  with	  respect	  to	  exam	  preparation,	  travel	  plans	  etc.	  

Finance	  (6	  ECTS)	  HSG	  

Lecturer:	  Dr.	  Stefan	  Morkötter	  

Type:	  Regular	  course	  

Examinations:	  final	  exam	  

The	  finance	  course	  follows	  the	  scheme	  of	  a	  typical	  HSG	  course,	  as	  it	  has	  no	  obligation	  to	  attend	  and	  

one	  big	   final	   exam.	  However,	   the	   lectures	   of	   Professor	  Morkötter	   are	   highly	   interesting	   and	   cover	  
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various	  financial	  topics.	  In	  addition,	  several	  guest	  lectures	  give	  insights	  into	  the	  financial	  industry.	  The	  

coverage	  is	  very	  similar	  to	  the	  finance	  lecture	  offered	  in	  St.	  Gallen.	  Thus,	  attending	  this	  lecture	  also	  

prepares	   you	   for	   the	   finance	   exam	   in	   January	   or	   the	   alternative	   examination	   date	   in	   July	   at	   the	  

University	  of	  St.	  Gallen.	  

Intermediate	  Macroeconomics	  (6	  ECTS)	  SMU	  

Lecturer:	  Dr.	  Sungbae	  An	  

Type:	  Regular	  course	  

Examinations:	  Weekly	  quizzes,	  4	  problem	  sets,	  1	  individual	  assignment,	  mid-‐term	  exam,	  final	  exam	  

This	   intermediate	  macroeconomics	  course	  keeps	  you	  busy	  for	  the	  whole	  semester,	  because	  weekly	  

quizzes,	  problem	  sets,	   the	   individual	  assignment,	   the	  mid-‐term	  exam	  and	   the	   final	  exam	  distribute	  

the	  workload	  equally	  from	  the	  first	  to	  the	  last	  week.	  In	  contrast	  to	  other	  macroeconomic	  classes	  or	  

all	  other	  SMU	  courses,	  Professor	  An	  does	  not	  persist	  on	  the	  student’s	  attendance	  during	  the	  lectures.	  	  

Business	  Consulting	  (6	  ECTS)	  HSG/SMU	  

Lecturer:	  Dr.	  Stefan	  Morkötter	  

Type:	  Regular	  course	  

Examinations:	  Participation,	  2	  group	  presentation,	  1	  progress	  report	  

The	  Business	  Consulting	  lecture	  taught	  by	  Professor	  Morkötter	  is	  basically	  the	  core	  course	  of	  the	  Asia	  

Term.	  The	  workload	  is	  by	  far	  the	  highest,	  but	  the	  experience	  you	  gain	  is	  priceless,	  because	  you	  will	  

learn	  how	  to	  work	  as	  a	  consultant	  and	  experience	  how	  to	  work	  in	  a	  cross-‐cultural	  team	  on	  extensive	  

projects.	   Clients	   for	   these	   projects	   are	   big	  multinationals	   like	   AXA	   Corporate	   Solutions	   and	   Zürich	  

Insurance	   or	   local	   Singaporean	   Companies	   like	   SingPost.	   In	   addition,	   the	   lectures	   of	   Professor	  

Morkötter	  and	  several	  guest	   lectures	  give	  you	   insights	   in	   the	  consulting	   industry	  and	   introduce	  big	  

consulting	  firms	  like	  BCG	  as	  well	  as	  small	  consulting	  companies	  like	  SynusConsult.	  


