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Bachelor Thesis Guidelines 
 
This document describes the process for wri3ng a bachelor thesis under the supervision of Professor 
Dr. Stefan Morkö?er at the St. Gallen Ins3tute of Management in Asia (HSG-SGI).  
 
1. Process for Bachelor Thesis  
 
Students who are interested in wri3ng their bachelor thesis on topics related to private equity, credit 
risk, banking, family offices or financial aspects of family firms are welcome to apply to write their 
thesis under the supervision of Prof. Dr. Stefan Morkö?er. Selected thesis projects typically focus on 
empirical finance related topics including a quan3ta3ve part. We highly welcome research projects 
focusing on Asia.  
 
In order to apply, students are expected to prepare a 1-2 pages proposal, which should detail the 
research ques3on, the contribu3on to the literature, and the layout and data source for the analysis. 
For the research proposal, it is important to (i) link the research idea to the exis3ng literature to clarify 
the contribu3on of the thesis to previous research and (ii) to ensure that the access to the data is 
available to conduct the empirical analysis.  
 
Students may send their applica3on, including a current CV, latest grade transcript, and the 1-2 pages 
research proposal to dominic.rainsborough@unisg.ch. ATer a review of the applica3on, a mee3ng 
with Prof. Dr. Stefan Morkö?er will be scheduled to discuss the research proposal, the expecta3ons 
for the academic thesis, and the next steps. The mee3ng is likely to take place via zoom since Prof. Dr. 
Stefan Morkö?er is based in Singapore.  
 
The applica3on form details will be completed aTer both the supervisor and the student have agreed 
to proceed. The student is responsible for ensuring that the deadline for submiVng the applica3on 
form to the student administra3on is met.  
 
Due to capacity limita3ons, the number of supervised theses is limited, and therefore, not all thesis 
applica3ons can be accepted. 
 
2. Guidelines for Thesis Projects  
 
The following guidelines are meant to clarify the expecta3ons for a thesis project in addi3on to the 
official rules of the University of St.Gallen. 
  
2.1. Content and Format of Bachelor Thesis 
 
The thesis should be wri?en in a cohesive manner. The reader should be able to easily iden3fy the 
research contribu3on and logically follow the methodological approach. The formal aspects, as well 
as the linguis3c style, should comply with academic standards. Furthermore, it is essen3al that the 
formaVng and presenta3on (i.e., format, abbrevia3ons, the numbering of tables/figures, cita3on 
style, etc.) is consistent throughout the thesis. The thesis should also include an abstract.  
 
2.2. Cita>on Style 
 
The documenta3on of sources should follow the APA cita3on style and should be followed 
consistently throughout the thesis. Students should familiarize themselves with the cita3on and 
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plagiarism policy of the University of St. Gallen (see HSG Instruc3ons For Cita3on). Non-disclosure of 
references is considered plagiarism. 
 
2.3 Presenta>on of Tables and Figures 
 
Tables and figures should be self-contained so that the reader is able to interpret the content on a 
stand-alone basis without having to read the text of the thesis. Each table/figure needs to have a clear 
3tle and a descrip3ve legend detailing the variables, methodology, 3me frame and other relevant 
informa3on needed to understand the content. Furthermore, students should pay close a?en3on to 
the proper labelling of the column/row headings in tables as well as the labelling of the x/y axis in 
graphs. The table/figure itself should not include an interpreta3on of the results. The analysis and 
interpreta3on of the results should be discussed in the main text with the proper reference to the 
relevant table/figure. Large tables may be placed in the appendix in order to enhance the legibility of 
the thesis. 
 
2.4. Defense/Oral Presenta>on 
 
As per the HSG examina3on regula3ons, all students in the Bachelor of Business Administra3on 
(BBWL) are required to deliver a defense/oral presenta3on. This results of the oral presenta3on will 
not be included in the grade of the bachelor thesis. The presenta3on should last approximately 20 
minutes and cover all essen3al parts of the bachelor thesis. It will be followed by a Q&A session of up 
to 10 minutes. The presenta3on will be conducted via Zoom and should be delivered in the same 
language as the thesis. 


